' " Camp near MNashville Nov. €1 1862
~"Dear Sister

I embrace tne present opportunity of writinz a féw llnes Lo you in
answer to yours of the 8th inst. which I recelved last evening.
It found me in good health and I hope these linee may find you the
same. I think it gulite strange that you have not heard from me for
so long a time for I nave written to you two or three tlmes since
we were at Shuelbyville but I suppose you never got my letters nor
I have not zot youre. I have nad but two or three letters from
you since we were at Loulsville. I wrote a letter to Father day
before yesterday. Well Lydia, Mat Blair n2s not got back to the
regt. yet. I heard last evening that ne was at Oamp Chase in Onlo.
And Sergt. Williams has not got here yet neither. I neard taat he
is at Springfisld in Illincis so I guess my shirt has gone up tne
spout. But perhaps Sergt. -Willliams will send it down for I under-
atand that he has a good many things for the boya. 80 1 tauink he
will send them down if he dont come himself. I will tell you some-
time the reason why he is detained at Springfield. Well Lydia, we
was out on a reconnoisance agaln nlght before last. W%e was called
at 12 b'clock at night but did not leave camp till 4 in the morning.
We were out about 8 miles and drove the rebels out of thelr snug
and cosy dens in a hurry. We came up to them about daylight and
gave them a few rounds of shot and shell which..scon made them ske-
dadle. But I guess that was all for I dont think anybody was hurted.
I am sure I did not see anyone that was hurt. The enemy did not
return the fire, they mere most all cavalry and therefore kept out
of our way. Well Lydia, what is the best word up there? How 1s
every body and every bodys friend getting alons? We are all getting
along finely down nere. The boys are all well but Allec Depuy. He
is sick and in the hospital at Nashville. I do not know whether
he is getting better or not. I have not heard from him since he
went there nor I do not know what is the matter of him. Well how
are you all getting along aryhow? I suppose you have got through
husking corn long before thls time, and threshlng done, and nothing
more to do till next svring. Well I am in hopes that I may be able
to be up there next spring to help you along with the work but
atill it looks rather dark. Have you had any snow up there yet?
If you haint we can beat you for we had a little snow when we were
in Ey. yet. Who is doing to keep school in the Bend thils winter?
Or haint you going to have any school up there thls winter? I
dont see where the schollars are to come from anyhew. But I must
close. TWrite as soon as mossible and I will remaln as ever your
true and affectionate brather.

Charles

F.3. Direct 5th Brigade G€n. Sills Division Nashville, Tenn.
Care Cazt. B. Wood

4’ﬁ%"’-ﬁ§f Camp Nashville Dec. 8th, 1862

ear Slster & Brother

I seat myself thls afternoon to write a few lines to you uo let
you know that I am still alive and well. I recelved your very
welcome letter of the 22 ult. this day noon. It was the first
line I nave had from you for scme time. I was scorry to hear that
Father was not well. I am in hopes that ere this reaches you he
may be in good health again., I do not know how soon we will leave
this camp but I suppose we wlll leave in a day or two anc perhans
it will (be) tonizht. Lydia, I suppose we are going to have a f
great battle near this place in a few days. It may be tomecrrow ¢
or nest day and it may be a week yet and vperhaps we may not nave
much of a fight after all. But 1t ie tne general opinion now here
that we will have a wvery hard battle. It is ssaild that the whole
rebel army of the sBputhwest 1s eoncentrating at lilnchester and
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and 1 noce tiese lines mey fin? you all the same. Well YHow are you
411 =etiing alope U~ in the Hepdid iHow are ¥you zoins Lo scend New
Years? ¥We are not roing anytaling ln camp today bto amcunt to any-
thing.;}ﬁe were out.on nicket day before yssterday and czme in I
yesterday moernline but we hed searcely colb our thinga oulb away ﬁ!
before we recelved orders to strike tents and load wazdns immediately
and be ready for a march. Jell we went at it anéd In a few minutes
our knapsacks were packed, our tents struck, and our wagons loaded
and w#e were on the line all reddy for a march with three days rations
in our havresacks. %Yiell we started off and went about one mile.
There we halted and rested about an hour, then we were about faced
and marched back into camp but in about half an hour we recelved
orderd to be ready in.15 minutes to move camp. Well we walted about
an nour and then we got orders to unlcad wagons and be ready to
march by dayliznt tails morning., Well daylight czme and we waited
till about nine o'elock then we got orders to piteh tents and polilce
our streets. And we are here yet, But tae orders came this very-
moment to move tomorrow morning. The latter I éo not tailnk will
be countermanded. I think we will move in the morning. I do not
know where we will go but I think we will go down te Nolinsville
about 15 miles from here and I have no doubt but that we will -have
a little fight before we get there. But it 1s scarcly likely that
our élivision will get inte the flght for there is- troopa enough 1n
advance of us to whip all the rebs there 1s cown fthere. #He heard
today thnat Gen. Thomas jJjust more than whiped John Morgan and hils
gang of cut throats up at Sallitin yesterday. We do not know
whether this is tmue or not but we all hope that . it is. We also
heard that they have evacuated Fredricksburg and that they are
fleeing from before our advanceing armies in every place. 1 hope
all these reports may be true but we have had such good news so
often and as often disapdeolnted that we cannot rely upon anything
tnat we hear. But should these reports be true the prospect of
peace looks gquite flattering at present. But I 4o not bellieve them
yet-nor I dont belleve we will have peace very soon nelther. 1 have
have made up my mind to stay till my three years are up and I :
believe if I live that even then I will have a chance of reinlisting
in this same war. I may be mlstiken in tnis and I hope that I am
but I cannot see anytaing now more than I could a year ago to ln-
sure a speedy close of the war. I hear that there is quite a split
in the cabinit. I hope it may be for the better. I dont think
things have been carried on quite rigid enough. I also heard that
there was a likelyhood of MceClellan being relnatated but I hope
this above all other taings is not true. If he siiould be. rein-
etated ¢ur government is sone up the spout. It is reported that
the president had been shot-at three times in the streets of Wash-
ington. Bully for the oresident if he only dont get hurted. Well
I received those stamps you sent me. I am very much obliged to
- you for them. Well Lydia, I must hurry this to a eclose for tae
cannone are booming riow and we may be called out to fight in a few
minutes but I zuess it is only our forage train attacted. They
attact that nearly every day. They attacted our regt the otner day
when we were out but you better believe tney cut sticks when tLhey
gaw our cannons come up on the hill and wneel around, hall Columbia
but “idnt they run. And they attacted us on picket too day before
yesterday but a few shots made them skedadle. I guess I have written
all the news so I will close. Please excuse all mistakes and bad
writing for I am in a great hurry. W#rite soon. 1 remzin as ever
your brotner. :

Chas. Bantee
Direct Second division
Co, G. 3i4th Reagt. Tlls, Vols.
Camp near Nashville, Tenn. :
Tne number of our brigade ls changed and I do not know exactly
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his lot to bear our ensizn and nobly did ne stand up amlidst the
iron storm and leaden tempest that rained upon cur regiment. He
fell sarly, and now sleeps uncn the field where he acted so n:zbly.
It is better to die at home and surrounded by ones realatives and
friends, but 1t is zlorious to fall as did he upon the advanced
line, hia faclt to the for and enshrouded 1ln the folde of the flag
wnlch he nad borne so gallantly and bravely. We feel his loss
greatly in the company, but we know that there are tnosse on whom
-1t falls with more crushing weizht, To you I offer the sincere
sympathy of myself and my comnany in your bereavement. We ask to
share 1In the grlef occasiocned by this sad casualty, for we all
knew, loved and respected him. :
; Truly your friend
: : Benason Wood
Caot. Do, O, 34th Ills.

: . East Chester Jan'y 25th 1863 ‘;g
r. Santee: ' '

Dear 3ir, ;
I have read in the Dixon paper the death of corporal Charles Eantee
and I feel that the least I can do is to tell you I am among the
number of thecse who mourn the loss of that brave soldier.. The
peacl@ democrats of the north and their darling friends the cursed
glave holdersa of the south may laugh at your grief and say it is
only a "mud-sill" that is killed but you can tell those men that
your son carrled the star spangled banner on the bleoeody fileld of
Murfreesboro and died there, a hero after God's own heart. Priests
may get up in the pulglt and deliver glowing anegerics on what
are called the great men of thls world, marble columns may show
‘people where the proud men lle buried, but your Charllie needs no
priest to sing his pralses, no monument of stone to cover him.
Let him rest where he - fell, hls body guafﬁed by the angel of free-
dom, for wiom ne was not-afralid even to zive hils life and his happy
spirlt has found in Heaven the reward whlch God keeps for those
who flght for- -truth and eternal justice.
I am with great respect Your friend

Wm. Seton

Captain 4th N. Y Vols.

East Chester

Weat Chester Co., N. Y.

v - - Camp S51l1ls Near Murfreesboro, Tenn.
& : Feb. 6th 1863
fear Frlend Lydia '

Having just come in from off of plcket and recleved your kind and
welcome letter. 'I will now Proceed to answer it. Nothing new has
transpired since the:battle at this place slthough the rebels
Dickets are within six miles of tunis place. We have a skirmlish
with them every time we zo forageing. We csn have a fight here

at any time but I am not anxlous for it after passing through-
what I nave. I am willing to call it quits with them and =zo home.
I dont know whether I will succeed as well 1n the -next flzht as 1
did-in this one or not. I can do no more than I 4id here and that
was Lo put my truat in the Lord. I feel sorry that the death of
Charlie has caused such deep gloom over your fam'ly but not any
more than it-1s with me. He was a brother fc me. ¥ou wanted to
know what his last words were. 1 was not close tc him but Sergt.
Newcomer of Co. H. informs me that when he was struck he asked
Charlie if he should heln him away. He ansrered no tzke the flag
I will not need any help and fell. Those mers the last words

that he was known to utter. He fell as hundreds have fell defend-
ing the old flag of our cauntry. On Tuesday night after Emmert,
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it soon. Tomorrow if the weather will permit we are =zoing out to
take tne bedy of Charlie up and send it home. So you need not glve
yourself any uneasyness about nim for he will come through if the
rebels dont zet oossession of the railroad. Lieut. dagner of Mt.
Morris is zoing to bring him through. ¥e have a zinc coffin for
him. The weather here for the past few days has been very fine and
warm but I dont think it will remain so lonz. The works here en
the fortifications are =rogressing slowly, but will eventuly be
finished 1f the rebels will hold on a little longer. I think
Vicksburg must fall and then they are gone up certain, dont you
think they are? They will try and get possession of Kentucky if ’
they can. Tﬂey had better not come up this way. If they do they s
will meet with a warm recention. Did you recleve those pictures I
gend by Doc. Hewitt? Our preacher zave us a very good sermon this
afternoon., His text was, The hour has come. I cant tell you where
you will find it but I cvresume it is in the Bible somewnere. I
will come down and find it for you when I come home. Last Konday
we recleved a box cof provislon from home. It made us think of the
loved ones at home and that they have not femot us entirely. Long
may they live. . If the weather will keep dry you may expect to hear
of a grand move down here and then woe to the rebels. Glve my
respecte to your Father, Mother, & Brother & ynursel’ also. Please
answer aocn. No more from your true frined.

; Henry

Camp Murfreeaboro, Tenn.
‘March 19th/63
vsteemed Friend

I recieved your welcome letter thia P. M. and was glad to hear from
you and also to hear that the folks were all well. Which is more
than I can say. The weather here is very dry and warm. If you
was down here.you would think we had southern climate. Warm
wegther in I11. 18 not to be com-ared with it. The boys in the
company are all well with a few exceptione of the cold. Old Rosey
is pushing the worka on the fortiflcations with a little more vigor
than here to fore. He is fearful of the rebs pitching in here. some
~morning. I am.looking for it myself.  Now Lydie, you would not
like to see any one nung up by the heels till they are deagd, dead ,
.dead. . Would you? I-belleve I should. I would like to Bee evry
copperhead ln the north shot at and not mised. If ever 1 am spared
.- 'to return home I will knock down or shoot the first man that talks
‘secesh to me. I suppose you have heard of the death of David Sietz
of the T5th. He had the measles and died in the hospitzl in Mur-
freesboro. I Bm happy to inform you that the bodle of yocur brother
was shiped from here to NaBhville last Monday and will remain there
with the undertaker untlll the arrival there of Lleut. Wagner. Qﬁ
will leave here next If nday. Mat 3lair and I went out last londd
morning and took bhim up and had it placed in a zinec case and had
it started the same day. I wrote a letter yesterday to your Father
stateing the price. I eill mention it in here for fear the lettier
will not reach him. The price of the zinc case was forty dollars
and the express charges from here to Dixon will be thirty dollars
which will make seventy, and if Lieut. Wagner can get hlm through
with less money he will ¢o it and if there is any money left it
will be given to your father. . It will be sent in the care of W. T.
House of Dixon. Tell your father that he will dispose of the money
as followes., Ten dollars to be paid to Bob Boyds father in Grand
Detour, fifteen dollars of HMat. Blairs he is to keep untill further
orders, and the remainder to be paid to D. D. Lahman, J. F. Lahman's
brother. He resides in Franklin. Tell him to take his own time to
pay it as we are nct in a hurry and tell him also that we are a
thousand times obliged to him for those stamps. J. P. Lzahman has
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